
Teaching Fellow Simon Peacock 
 
Simon Peacock has joined the School of Agriculture very recently as a Teaching 
Fellow and he has taken over as Degree Programme Director for the MSc 
programmes in Biodiversity, Conservation and Ecosystem Management, and in 
Environmental Resource Assessment.  But he has, as he puts it “been around a long 
time”, having previously occupied a similar post in the School of Biology.  He has 
also developed research interests in air pollution and its effects on plants and 
communities of plants.   As he points out, this has implications, not only for wild 
plants but for crops and human food security, and he is a member of CAPER, the 
Committee for Air Pollution Effects Research which meets annually to debate these 
issues and provides an important forum for dialogue between scientists who 
research the effects of air pollution and staff of the government agencies who use 
this information to inform policy, particularly in the protection of the ecosystems, 
ecology and agriculture. 
 
Simon’s background is originally in Geography and Geology but after graduating he 
moved into environmental science and for his PhD at Aberdeen he researched plant 
and soil science.    His interests are, therefore, wide ranging and he sees some 
interesting opportunities arising in his new post in the School. 
 
“I’m particularly excited to be managing the Palace Leas meadow hay plots at 
Cockle Park,” he said.  “I would like to develop further my own interest in air pollution 
and the implications for food security, and apply some of those ideas to the Palace 
Leas project.  At the moment we don’t know what effects the emissions from the 
farm may be having on the plots and that would be an interesting basis for further 
research.  I’d really like to get more staff from across this university, and also from 
other institutions, involved.  We’ve never really looked at the below ground aspects 
of the plots before or tried to model these kinds of effects on them.  
 
But Simon is looking forward to working with students too.  “I enjoy teaching – and 
have done so for the past seven or eight years, and was previously a full time 
Teaching Fellow in the School of Biology.  I see myself as an environmental scientist 
these days but because I have such wide ranging interests and I like to take a broad 
brush approach, I can bring a lot of that to the students.  I do believe it provides a 
good basis for teaching, to be able to draw on a lot of hinterland,” he said. 
 
Outside work he has had to resign himself to giving up one of his major past 
interests.  “I used to spend a lot of time potholing but it’s a young person’s activity,” 
he admitted frankly, “I’m too old for it now.  But I’m still finishing off the Monroes – 
I’ve done over a hundred of them so far.  And I’m a keen skier – that’s something 
that the whole family enjoys, including my two teenage daughters.” 
 
 


